INTRODUCTION
More than half a century has elapsed since India became inde-
pendent. We are on the threshold of a new millennium. A galaxy of
freedom fighters and founding fathers including Bal Gangadhar
Tilak, Annie Besant, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Bipinchandrapal, Lala
Lajpatirai and Mahatma Gandhi played a pioneering role in the
struggle for freedom. Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhas Chandra Bose, Jaya
Prakash Narayan and many others made substantial contribution to
the freedom movement. Mahatma Gandhi is rightly regarded as the
Father of the Nation for his unique role in unifying the country. He
was a towering personality who brought under his unquestioned
leadership men of different political persuasions and communities.
It is common knowledge that Independence movement was a
"Mahayagna1 for the success of which "Samidhas1 (sacrificial twigs)
were contributed by patriots of different political parties - Congress
Socialist, Communist and other parties. It is for this reason that Ma-
hatma Gandhi with his altruistic and prophetic vision recommended
that Indian National Congress should cease to exist since its only
objective of winning independence for the country was realised in
1947. Gandhiji was of the opinion that Congress was a movement
but not a political party. Thereby hangs a tale that can wait!
The lion's share of the credit for winning independence for the
country is hogged by a handful of high-profile leaders and those
who glittered on the seats of power, and little attention is paid to
others although some of them made equal contribution by courting
incarceration and making great sacrifices for the country. As a re-
sult of this, a few persons enjoyed the fruits of freedom along with
publicity in the media and officially doctored history, while others
are relegated to the limbo of obscurity. But time will come when the
memory of such neglected heroes will be resurrected and history
will be rewritten to correct the inbalances.